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over the river, and conveyed to the height of the
peninsula, where they were mounted on rough
truck carriages. Thirteen African youths (attached
to the United States Agency) were next exercised
in the daily use of arms. A master of ordnance
was also appointed to repair the small-arms, and
to make up a quantity of cartridges, as well as to
arrange minor details for service.

But their chief difficulties arose from the neces-
sity of clearing the heavy forest from the neigh-
bourhood of the town, and of keeping a constant
nightly watch : a duty which required no less than
the services of twenty men; but, arduous as these
were, they were carried on with unremitting dili-
gence by all whose health remained unaffected by
the climate.

At the commencement of the third week after
his arrival, the Agent was attacked with fever ;
and, a few days after, his wife, whose affectionate
devotion had induced her to accompany him, was
seized with symptoms fatally. The sickness, from
this period, made so rapid a progress amongst the
last division of emigrants, that, in a short time,
there were but two of their number who were not
on the sick-list.

Notwithstanding the domestic calamity, and the
enervating debility which bowed the energies and
spirit of the Agent, he continued, at every inter-
mission of fever, to direct the operations of the
colonists, and to organize such a plan of defence